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Date 02 October 2026
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Room TIRRENO

Format Roundtable - Interactive session

Language(s) English, with Arabic/French interpretation
SUMMARY

This side event will introduce MediCoRe, a collaborative network that brings together research
institutions, key stakeholders, and representatives from 17 Mediterranean countries. The network
addresses the pressing challenges facing the Mediterranean basin, with a particular focus on water
resources, climate resilience, and sustainable development. The Side Event aims to foster a broad
discussion on the role of joint research, innovation, and capacity-building initiatives in addressing
Mediterranean climate challenges, while strengthening institutional engagement and promoting cross-
border cooperation. It will provide a platform for discussing shared priorities, identifying opportunities for
collaboration, and advancing coordinated solutions to enhance the resilience and sustainability of the
Mediterranean region.
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Prof. Maria Perraki& Dr. Eleni Assoc[ate n Hydrqgeology ek
Vasileiou Technical U_myersﬂy of Athens .
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The Mediterranean Basin is one of the regions most exposed to environmental hazards, such as
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, fires and droughts. These hazards affect most sectors and
ecosystems, including water, food, health and security. Climate change is a threat to us all, amplifying
the frequency and intensity of these hazards and putting additional pressure on vulnerable ecosystems,
communities and economies. Currently, the basin is in a state of constant change due to human activities
such as uncontrolled land and sea use, urbanisation and rapid industrial development, as well as being
home to one of the world's busiest shipping routes. All these factors point to significant and increasing
risks in the coming decades. To meet these challenges, our interconnected world needs to build bridges
today more than ever to help us find workable solutions together that leave no one behind. Higher
education and its links to research and innovation play a crucial role in individual and societal progress
and in providing the highly skilled workforce that Europe and neighboring countries need to create jobs,
improve quality of life and move towards sustainable development.

OBJECTIVES

The general objective of the MediCoRe initiative is to consolidate the MediCoRe Partnership by bringing
Mediterranean institutions together under the Mediterranean Community Resilience framework, which is
coordinated by POLIBA-DICATECh. The initiative aims to strengthen cooperation in joint research,
encourage the development of innovative educational services and promote technology transfer activities
across the Mediterranean region. By taking these steps, MediCoRe seeks to empower current and future
generations of Mediterranean students, researchers and professionals, enabling them to play a leading
role in the ongoing process of socio-economic and environmental development. The initiative also aims
to raise awareness among Mediterranean decision-makers and enhance their capacity, encouraging
them to make strategic choices that support intelligent, inclusive and sustainable growth. This vision is
grounded in ecological principles and inspired by the paradigm of the circular and responsible
management of Mediterranean resources. The main objective of the MediCoRe Side Event is to open a
dialogue on perspectives, opportunities and future directions for Mediterranean cooperation in addressing
critical challenges relating to water resource management, supply and security, as well as other
interconnected environmental, social and economic issues affecting the region. Attention will be devoted
to identifying collaborative approaches, sharing best practice and exploring innovative solutions that can
strengthen resilience, sustainability and regional integration across the Mediterranean basin.

TARGET AUDIENCE

The initiative targets public decision-makers and policymakers at local, regional, national and
Mediterranean levels, as well as water authorities and utility managers responsible for water resource
planning and management, environmental agencies and regulatory bodies, and development
practitioners and technical experts working on climate adaptation and resilience initiatives.

The key targets of the initiative are also students (undergraduate, postgraduate and PhD) from
Mediterranean universities and research institutions; early-career researchers and scientists working on
environmental sustainability, water resources, climate change, the circular economy and resilience;
academic staff and educators; and young professionals and innovators interested in sustainable
development and technological solutions to challenges facing the Mediterranean region.

The final beneficiaries of the initiative are Mediterranean communities exposed to water scarcity, drought,
floods, pollution and climate-related risks; future generations who will benefit from improved
environmental governance and sustainable resource management; and economic sectors that depend
on natural resources, such as agriculture, tourism, energy and fisheries.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
The session is expected to:
e Strengthen dialogue and cooperation among Mediterranean institutions and stakeholders on water
resources management and supply.
¢ Identify shared challenges, priorities, and opportunities related to water scarcity, climate change,
environmental risks, and sustainable and resilient resource management.
o Facilitate the exchange of good practices, research findings, and new technological and governance
solutions.

EUROMEDITERRANEAN WATER FORUM 2026 - 29 SEPTEMBER -2 OCTOBER - LA NUVOLA, ROME



WATER FORUM
ROME 29.09-02.10.2026 Mediterranean Community Resilience

R ponane \ MediCoRe

o Foster stronger links between higher education, research and innovation, policymakers, public
authorities, and the private sector.

* Promote opportunities for joint research, education, capacity building, technology transfer, and future
collaborative initiatives within the MediCoRe Partnership.

e Enhance the capacity and engagement of students, young researchers, and professionals in
addressing the Mediterranean’s environmental and socio-economic challenges.

e Contribute to a shared vision for a more resilient, sustainable, inclusive, and integrated
Mediterranean region.
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